
 

 

Minutes of the 

Milton Township Board of Trustees 

January 17, 2012 
 

Meeting was called to order by Supervisor Robert Benjamin at 7:00 PM. 

Attendance 
Present:  Robert Benjamin, Don Kronewitter, Eric Renken, Sharon Ward 

Arrived late:  Linda DeBroka arrived at 7:37 PM. 

Also present:  Zoning Administrator Paul Sniadecki, Planning Commission Chairmen Kelly Sweeney, and 

the township attorney. 

Supervisor asked if there was an objection on allowing court recorder to place microphones on the desk.  

There was no objection.  The supervisor called for a 15 minute recess at 7:01 PM. 

Meeting called back to order at 7:16 PM. 

Public Comment 
Public comments were made.   

Approval of Agenda 
The agenda was approved. 

Approval of Previous Minutes 
Motion by Kronewitter to approve the minutes from the December 19th meeting as correct, second by 

Renken 

Motion passed. 

Community Reports 
Cass County Road Commission presented on the upcoming millage proposal that will be on the February 

28th ballot.  You can get more information at www.betterroadsforcasscounty.org.  Gumwood Rd still 

isn’t a primary road.  They have applied to the state and expect to hear an answer by this summer.  

http://www.betterroadsforcasscounty.org/


 

 

Zoning Administrator reported that the Master Plan has been posted; the ordinance book has been 

updated.  There have been 4 enforcement actions, 2 variance requests, and 2 cell providers looking at 

the township. 

Planning Commission reported that they would like to receive a P&L statement for their meetings.  The 

township clerk will provide this.  They voted to approve the moving illuminated sign for the Community 

Baptist Church on US-12 per MDOT specification. 

Old Business 
Auditor for FY2012 

Renken asked that this be table until next month. 

New Business 
Conditional Use Request - Weaver 

The Zoning Administrator presented the Planning Commission findings.  The Planning 

Commission Chair acknowledges receipt of the minutes and Zoning 14.05. 

Public comments were heard. 

Motion by Renken to accept conditional use 2012-01Z, second by Kronewitter 

Motion amended by Ward to add condition N, “No chipping allowed regarding the business”, 

second by Kronewitter 

Amendment passed 

Discussion on amended resolution 

Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Benjamin, DeBroka, Kronewitter, Renken, Ward; Nays:  None 

Resolution Passed as 2012-01Z 

Milton’s Fire and Ambulance Coverage 

The board has request that the supervisor to look into alternate fire and ambulance service for 

the township. 

Discussion 

Moving to old business 

Township Telephone Services 



 

 

The clerk is investigating switching the phone service from AT&T to Comcast and will present 

findings at the February meeting. 

Insurance Policy - Terrorism Clause 

Motion by Benjamin to reject, second by Kronewitter 

Motion Passed 

Community Center Repairs Updates 

The heaters are now working.  A 20 gallon water heater will be installed this week. 

Discussion 

Election Committee Date 

 The election committee will meet on January 24, 2012 at 7:00 PM 

2012-2013 Budget Process/Dates 

 Discussion 

Supervisor has requested we move Lawsuit Update – Kaminski vs. Milton Township to the end of the 

meeting.  There was no objection. 

Financial Reports 
Review of Township Budget 

Resolution 2012-01R by Renken to move $3,500.00 from Zoning/Planning 101-410-812 to Clerk 

101-215-702.1, second by DeBroka 

Discussion 

Roll call vote:  Ayes:  DeBroka, Renken; Nays:  Kronewitter, Ward, Benjamin 

Resolution Failed 

Discussion 

Resolution 2012-02R by Benjamin to move $3,000.00 from Zoning/Planning 101-410-812 to 

Clerk 101-215-702.1, second by Renken 

Roll call vote:  Ayes: Renken, Benjamin, DeBroka; Nays:  Kronewitter, Ward 

Resolution Passed as 2012-02R 

Treasurer’s Report 



 

 

Treasurer’s report accepted as presented 

Approval of Checks 

Motion by Renken to accept checks as presented and including check 7333 to MTA for Zoning 

Board of Appeals training, second by DeBroka 

Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Renken, Benjamin, DeBroka, Kronewitter; Nays:  Ward 

Motion Passed 

Lawsuit Update – Kaminski vs. Milton Township 

Motion by Benjamin that the Township Board meet in a closed session under Section 8(e) of the 

Open Meetings Act, to consult with our attorney regarding trial or settlement strategy in 

connection with the Milton Township vs. 5 Star LLC Litigation, as to discuss this matter in an 

open meeting would have detrimental effect on the litigation or settlement position of the 

Township, second by Renken 

Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Ward, Benjamin, Kronewitter, Renken; Nays:  None; Abstain:  DeBroka 

The Board of Trustees has entered into a closed session at 10:08 PM 

Back in Open session at 10:42 PM 

Motion by Benjamin that the Milton Township board continues to support the Zoning 

Administrator enforcement of the township zoning ordinances, and continues the support of 

litigating the case of Milton Township vs. 5 Star LLC, second by Renken 

Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Benjamin, Kronewitter, Renken, Ward; Nays:  None; Abstain:  DeBroka 

Board Member Comments 
Discussion 

Motion by Kronewitter to adjourn, second by Renken 

Motion Passed 

Meeting adjourned at 10:44 PM 


